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“In middle and high school, we are
attracted to those who stand out as
trendy and cool or edgy and
non-conformist. All of these social types
come with socio-stylistic markers in
dress, music, activities and, crucially,
language choices. And, via linguistic
innovations, these linguistic
trendsetters unknowingly contribute
to the shape of language to come.”

Valerie Fridland, ‘Teen Talk and Linguistic
ion’, Psy gy Today, 12020
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“Chris McGovern, chairman of Campaign for Real
Education, says allowing slang is not doing
any favours for underprivileged children.

He says they are leftin an ‘employment gutter’

of their Pt

[...] ‘Itis [...] difficult for that 20% of school leavers
who, according to employers’ organisations, are
largely unemployable because of poor literacy.

‘In the UK today, around nine million adults are
functionally illiterate, and many of them suffer
under-employment, unemployment or destitution
as a consequence.”

[...] [S]lang is a natural way of speaking, and
banning it may be a threat to a person’s identity.

It may also make students feel discriminated
against and less motivated to take part in
lessons.

‘Young people are typically the innovators of
language change, so actually we should be

celebrating that rather than banning it in the

classroom[.]"”

Paige Neal-Holder, ‘Should schools be allowed to ban slang words like “peng”?’, BBC, January 20 2020
9093 Paper 43, November 2022
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“Youn%hpeople are writing now more than ever before
[...]. egre writing all the time. I think they have a
really good sense of what a text message is versus an
email you send to your professor versus a blog post
you want to sound intelligent. They know how to code-
switch between formality and informality.”

Ashley Dean, ‘Teens aren’t breaking language, they’re adding to it’, Colorado Public Radio, October 30 2019
9093 Paper 42, Text B, November 2022
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9093 AO2: Write effectively,
creatively, accurately and
appropriately, for a range of
audiences and purposes.
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“I argue for the place of critical language awareness within the policy-making
process at school level.”

“[...] developing local-level policies which promote the use of speakers’ whole linguistic
repertoires rather than the simple ‘grafting on’ of standardised English, ensuring critical
attention to the language ideological struggles which play out in staffrooms,
corridors and classrooms.”

Cushing, I. (2021). ‘Say it like the Queen’: the standard language ideology and language policy making in English primary
schools. Language, Culture and Curriculum, 34(3), 321-336. https:/doi.org/10.1080/07908318.2020.1840578

“Teachers are presented with a de-historicised and de-politicised version of standardised
English which masks the structural power relatlons that are embedded in
language, and how they are constructed as dels who have
a professional duty to reproduce the standard language 1deology

Cushing, I. (2023). Policy Mechanisms of the Standard Language Ideology in England’s Education System. Journal of
Language, Identity & Education, 22(3), 279-293. https://doi.org/10.1080/15348458.2021.1877542
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Get in touch!
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